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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 127609 
ORIGIN HA-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 10-13 ISO-OO VO-05 INSE-00 AID-05 
L-03 /042R 

DRAFTED BY HA/ORM: SCLOWMAN 
APPROVED BY HA/ORM: SCLOWMAN 
EA/RA - MR. CLEVELAND 
EA/TIMBS - MR. SULLIVAN 
EA/DAS - MR. OAKLEY (SUBSTANCE) 

044858 191721Z/43 

OR 191658Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 127609 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: GOI POLICY TOWARDS INDOCHINESE BOAT REFUGEES 

REF: JAKARTA 6425 

1 . DEPARTMENT AGREES THAT AUSTRALIA AND U.S. AUTHORITIES 
SHOULD COORDINATE ACTIONS REGARDING DEMARCHES ON NEW 
HARDENING OF INDONESIAN POLICY TOWARDS BOAT REFUGEES. WE 
BELIEVE. HOWEVER. THAT TO BE MOST EFFECTIVE, FORMAL U.S. 

DEMARCHE SHOULD BE SUPPORTED BY THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 
NEW PAROLE AUTHORITY FOR INDOCHINESE REFUGEES. WE HOPE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 127609 

THIS WILL BE FORTHCOMING SHORTLY. 

2. IN THE INTERIM. EMBASSY SHOULD EXPRESS OUR CONCERN THAT 
REFUGEES ARE BEING SUBJECTED TO THESE ADDITIONAL HAZARDS 
AFTER THE DANGER AND DIFFICULTIES WHICH THEY HAVE ALREADY 
UNDERGONE. EMBASSY COULD STRESS THAT WHILE THE RATE OF 
ESCAPE BY BOAT HAS STEADILY RISEN, THE U.S.. AUSTRALIANS. 
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FRENCH AND OTHERS, HAVE, TO DATE, CONTINUED TO DEAL SUC- 
CESSFULLY WITH THE PROBLEM IN CONIUNCTION WITH THE UNHCR. 
THUS, WE HOPE THE GOI WILL FIND IT POSSIBLE TO CONTINUE 
TO ACCEPT SUCH BOAT REFUGEES TEMPORARILY WHILE AWAITING 
THEIR ONWARD RESETTLEMENT ELSEWHERE. FAILURE TO DO SO 

WOULD BE DOUBLY UNFORTUNATE BECAUSE OF THE NEGATIVE EFFECT 
IT COULD HAVE ON AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC OPINION, ENDANGERING 
THE GENEROUS NEW AUSTRALIAN PROGRAM OF ACCEPTANCE OF THESE 
REFUGEES. 

3. DAS OAKLEY HAS ALREADY RAISED ISSUE ON TWO OCCASIONS 
WITH INDONESIAN EMBASSY HERE. MOST RECENTLY ON MAY 17. 

4. DEPARTMENT WILL NOTIFY EMBASSY AS SOON AS NEW PAROLE 
AUTHORITY IS ANNOUNCED AND WILL PROVIDE FURTHER INSTRUC- 
TIONS AT THAT TIME. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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